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Newsletter / Advent & Christmas 2018 
From Pastor Irwin… 
 

My Beloved Siblings in Christ, 
 

When I was first called to Holy Trinity, our Cantor, Scott Jones, said something to me that has certainly been 
proven true. He warned me that soon enough I would find myself moving from Advent to Lent and back again, 
moving through the many seasons of the church year in a bit of a blur, planning for the two main seasons of 
preparation in anticipation of our two holiest Holy Days, Christmas and Easter. Well, here we are again! 
Advent is upon us, and indeed this year seems to have sped by since the last time we took out the blue 
paraments and the Advent wreath and turned the communion table around to create a manger scene toward 
which our Mary and Joseph figures can travel through our sanctuary in the coming weeks. It is easy to find 
ourselves in these sort of autopilot modes, where we just keep moving along with the flow of life. One day, 
one week, one year becomes the next without us having much awareness of what has happened in the time 
that has suddenly passed. 
 

This Advent, I invite you to join me in slowing down, and increasing our awareness of the life that is swiftly 
moving all around us. For in slowing down and being more aware, we just might find ourselves observing God 
being born into our world and our lives. 
 

Advent, of course, is our time in the church year leading up to the birth of Jesus, celebrated at Christmas. God 
came to walk among us, to be with us and one of us, in an incredibly inconspicuous manner. Born a helpless 
infant, to an unremarkable couple, separated from their families by travel and in utterly inauspicious environs. 
How easy it would be to miss! I think that often we do miss the ways that God breaks into our world. 
So in this season that can become so busy, so frenzied, so distracting, take time to stop, to be still, to look and 
listen for where God has come to live among us, to see how God is breaking into your own lives. To this end, 
you will find included in the newsletter mailing an Advent calendar and devotional booklet. Use them to mark 
the time slowly, contemplatively, intentionally as we draw ever closer to Christmas. Make reading scripture, 
prayer, and reflection part of your daily routine this season. You may be delightfully surprised by what you 
discover, what you might suddenly realize has been there all along. 
 

God is with us, in our daily lives. Let us give thanks and take time to recognize God's presence. 
 

Your Sister in Christ, 
Pastor Irwin 
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WORSHIP LIFE 

Whole Wheat Communion Bread 

All are welcome to make bread for communion 
here at Holy Trinity.  Here is the recipe we use. 

This recipe is courtesy of Jay Rochelle and takes 
less than 45 minutes from start to finish. 

Ingredients: 
1 ½ cups whole wheat flour 
½ cup white flour 
¼ teaspoon salt 
¾ teaspoons baking soda 
2 heaping teaspoons oil 
¾ cup cold water 
3 tablespoons molasses or honey or a mixture 

Mix dry ingredients.  Add oil and blend well.  Add 
water and honey/molasses and mix.  Knead about 
2 minutes.  Flour pastry board/sheet and hands.  
Hand knead first until dough does not stick to 
surface.  With floured rolling pin, roll out to ¼ inch 
thick.  Cut or hand-form into 6-7 inch rounds 
(making 3-4 flat loaves).  Bake about 15 minutes at 
3500 on an ungreased cookie sheet. 
 

Advent 
Blue is the color of Advent—a symbol of hope.  
Think of a deep, bottomless, and rich blue.  
Advent’s blue is the velvety dark blue of the late 
night sky of dawn, the luminous blue of blessed 
Mary’s robes in icons and late medieval and 
Renaissance paintings, the eternal blue of a winter 
sky after days of overcast, and the blue of immense 

ocean.  That blue is the 
color of the season of 
Advent:  the deep blue of a 
confident and embodied 
hope in God’s future now.  
Our banners remind of us 
action verbs from the 
lessons of Advent. 
 

The Advent wreath is Lutheran in origin, and is a 
beautiful symbol of the season.  Here we see a 
circle of life, the circle of eternity, the circle of 

return, and the hope of renewal.  The evergreen 
boughs in the ring proclaim life, even in winter’s 
cold and dearth of light. 
 

Advent is not a time of waiting for Jesus to be born.  
The Latin adventus is the equivalent of the Greek 
parousia:  coming, presence.  The coming of advent 
is not some past event fondly recalled that we then 
pretend to wish to come.  It is the very real 
inbreaking of future and past into the present here. 
It challenges us to envision God’s future and live it 
as a present reality.  Advent does not mean 
wishing; advent means coming.  “God with us”—
the God who was, who is and who is to come. 
 

Join us after worship Sunday, November 25, 2018 
to help prepare the church for Advent. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Each week in advent, we light 
another candle on the advent 
wreath as we anticipate the 
coming of Christ, our Savior.  Each 
week in Sunday morning worship, 
we need a few people to lead the advent prayer 
and light the candles on the advent wreath.  See 
the signup sheet, contact the office or speak to 
Pastor Irwin if you’d like to help. 
 

The Moravian Star 

The Moravian Star that will shine 
over the altar is a gift from Steve 
and Evelyn Oberndorf. The first 
Moravian star was made in the 
Moravian settlement at Niesky, 
Germany, about 1850.  It is a 

reminder of the star that led the Magi from their 
home in the east to Bethlehem, where they 
presented gifts to the Christ Child.  The Risen 
Christ, likewise, proclaimed himself as “the bright 
and morning star."  It will shine from Advent 
through Epiphany.  
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WORSHIP LIFE 

Christmas Solace Service  

Advent is the time we wait in 
hope for God to come into our 
world and transform us with 
new life.  This time of year can 
also be difficult as we 
remember loved ones who 
are no longer with us, become 
overwhelmed with frenzy, or are affected by longer 
and longer nights. All who are in need of solace are 
invited to attend. Please join us on Tuesday, 
December 18, 7:30pm here at Holy Trinity. 
 

Hanging of the Greens & Snacks  
Sunday, December 23rd after Worship 

After worship on Dec. 23, we 
will “Hang the Greens” and 
prepare the sanctuary for 
Christmas.  This is a big 
project, so we need all the 
help we can get. Please bring 
a snack to share as well!  
When you purchase your Christmas tree, please ask 
for any spare evergreen branches or hanging 
greens.  Keep the greenery in a cool place and 
bring them to worship on the 23rd.  

 

Christmas Worship Services  

For Christmas we gather to 
worship and celebrate the birth 
of Emmanuel, Jesus Christ, God 
with Us.  Why not invite your 
neighbor or friend to join you 
for Christmas worship!  You can 
do it - share the good news, 

overcome the barriers and connect with your 
neighbors. 
 

Monday, December 24th 
7:30pm:  Christmas Eve Worship 

Candlelight service with carols, for all ages. 
 

Tuesday, December 25th   

10:00am:   Chrismas Day Worship  
 

Baptismal Birthdays  

Baptism is our birth into the 
Body of Christ, the Church. As 
brothers and sisters in Christ, let 
us celebrate these anniversaries with each other.   
 

If you haven't already done so, please let the office 
know of your date of baptism and your birthday, so 
that we may celebrate your special day! 
 

Worship Assistants Needed 

 Would you like to help in 
worship?  We are in need of 
Communion Assistants & 
Assisting Ministers.  There are 
"Holy Trinity Worship 
Assistants" guides on the table 

in the entryway that explain in detail the 
responsibilities of each worship area.  You will be 
trained for the position you sign up for and will be 
scheduled to serve approximately once a month 
(sometimes less if we have enough people 
scheduled for each position).    
 

Please see Pastor Kathryn, Scott Jones or contact 
Tina in the office if you are interested.  Thank you. 
 

Altar Flowers     

 If you would like to honor or 
memorialize someone or a special 
date with altar flowers, the cost 
remains $30; the sign-up sheet is 
located on the bulletin board in the 
front entryway, or you may call or 

email the office.    

We will also accept donations (in any amount) to 
add to our Altar Flower fund.  This fund will assure 
that we occasionally have flowers during the 
months that no one signs up.   
 

Snow Day?   

We hate cancelling worship, but 
in the case of inclement weather, 
check the phone message at the 
office: (973) 667-0256.  The 
message will be updated by 8:00 AM. 
 



4 

 

STEWARDING GOD’S RESOURCES 

Advent Coin Folders 

In the newsletter mailing, you 
have received an Advent coin 
folder. We invite you to make 
a special offering to the 
church this Advent season, 
either by filling the folder 

every day with coins, or by considering what 
blessings you have received from God this year and 
how you might give back to God some of the 
generosity you have been shown. Folders, once 
filled, or offerings, once discerned, can be brought 
to church any Sunday in December or January using 
the envelope we've provided in the mailing. They 
can also be dropped off at the church office or put 
through the mail slot during the week, or you can 
mail it back if you are unable to get to the church. 
 

Support HTLC with Amazon Smile! 

Do you often shop on Amazon? Be sure to sign up 
for Amazon Smile to support our ministry at Holy 
Trinity! Amazon Smile will donate 0.5% of the cost 
of eligible purchases to Holy Trinity. To sign up, 
visit https://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-2205690, 
sign in with your regular Amazon username and 
password, and start helping Holy Trinity as you 
shop! (Donations earned through Amazon Smile 
will not be sent to HTLC in lump sums, and we will 
not know who has earned them. They will 
therefore not be able to be recognized in any 
formal way, but we give thanks for all of you who 
participate in this program!) 

 

2019 Offering Envelopes  

Thank you to all who gave to the 
ministry of the church in 2018.  
Your gifts have enabled this 
congregation to worship every 
week, host faith-provoking 
discussions and studies, provide 
pastoral care in the community, form faith in all 
ages, and create faith-filled relationships among 

people of different ages and backgrounds.  The 
2019 Offering Envelopes will be available soon; 
please pick yours up in the upstairs entryway.  
 

If you haven’t received envelopes in the past and 
would like to start using them, please call the 
church office at (973) 667-0256. 
 

Stewardship for Advent & Christmas 

Many of us cherish everything about the Christmas 
season -- except those incessant advertisements 
telling us to buy this and by that. We ask, “Where’s 
Jesus in all this commercialism?”  
 

This is the right question. Though it asks us to 
examine every aspect of our lives, stewardship 
particularly challenges us to question the role 
money plays in our personal lives and our culture.  
Christmas presents are wonderful expressions of 
love that makes both giver and recipient feel good. 
At the same time, we want to be wary of 
advertising’s lure to make us overspend, or to think 
that the cost of our gift is proportionate to our 
love.  
 

Most of all, we need to be sure that the main point 
of our Christmas is not the gifts we give, but the 
gift we receive from God – Jesus. Here are some 
ideas: 
 

• Challenge yourself to spend less for presents 
this year. Set a budget and stick to it.  

• Attend worship regularly in Advent and 
Christmas.  

• Give some handmade presents: A scarf or hat, a 
photo album, a batch of fudge, a card, a poem. 

• Prayerfully read Advent daily devotions 
(Richard Rohr’s Preparing for Christmas is 
amazing!). 

• Give your time: a concert together, a shared 
meal, a day at a museum, a walk in the woods  

• Use an Advent calendar to help you remember 
all that God has given you. 

• Give service: wash a loved one’s car, help clean 
the garage, paint a room, babysit for an 
evening. 

• Play Christmas music that has religious themes 
(More “Silent Night,” less “Frosty the 
Snowman.”) 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-2205690
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• Instead of buying a present, make a donation to 
a charitable organization in honor of your loved 
one (or check out ELCA Good Gifts!).  

• Make a generous year-end contribution to your 
congregation. 

 

Our thoughtful practices for Advent and Christmas 
not only make for good stewardship of our time, 
talents, relationships and money, they also help us 
to draw near to Our Lord and experience God’s 
greatest gift to us.  
--Rob Blezard 
 

Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor 
Blezard works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org and serves as 
an assistant to the bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod. 

 

Serving at the Vincent Care Kitchen  
Holy Trinity helps to serve at the 
Care Kitchen the last Saturday of 
every month.  The Kitchen provides 
a nutritious meal every Saturday 
(except the first Saturday of the 
month) at Vincent United Methodist 
Church in Nutley.  Everyone is 
welcome.  If you would like to help serve, please 
talk with Julie Franchino or Greg Sekula.  Thanks! 
 

2019 Calendars  

The 2019 calendars will soon be 
available; you are welcome to take 
one. Find them in the entryway or 
the bookcase at the back of the 
sanctuary. Calendars are a gift from 
Brown Funeral Home. 

 

COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP 

Thanksgiving Day Meals 

St. Mary’s Church (17 Monsignor 
Owens Place) will host a 
Thanksgiving Day meal at noon in 
their school gym on Thanksgiving 
Day.  Everyone is welcome.  
Franklin Reformed Church (45 Hillside Crescent) 
will gather for dinner on Thanksgiving at 3:00pm in 
their Community House. All are welcome to join 
them. If you choose you may bring a side dish or 
dessert to share, although this is not necessary.  

New Jersey Synod Cow Challenge   
Bishop Bartholomew has 
issued a challenge to all 
the congregations of the 
New Jersey Synod to 
increase their giving to the 
ELCA World Hunger Appeal by $500 this year, 
which is the amount it costs to give one cow 
through the Good Gifts program. Every Advent and 
Lent we at Holy Trinity purchase Good Gifts items 
to help care for our siblings across the world. At its 
October meeting the Congregation Council 
discussed the Bishop’s challenge and has 
committed us to raising enough for two cows. The 
deadline for completing the challenge is the next 
Synod Assembly, in June of 2019. If we are able to 
raise at least $500, the synod will provide us with a 
cow cut-out for the congregation to decorate that 

will then be displayed at 
Synod Assembly!  
 

Pastor Irwin chats with 
'Elca,' the Bishop's 
challenge cow, at synod 
assembly in May of 
2018. 

 

http://www.njsynod.org/bishopschallenge 
 

So far Holy Trinity has raised $370.00 towards this 
appeal. 

 

ELCA Christmas Good 
Gifts Tree Ornaments 

Help decorate our tree with 
ornaments that represent ELCA 
Good Gifts.  You can select an 
ornament representing the gift 
you'd like to give and take them 

home after Christmas as a reminder of your giving. 
The back of the ornament allows an individual or 
family to personalize their ornament with their 
name and year. 
 

Choose your ornament(s) from the tree and then 
place your payment and ornament in the envelope 
provided.  Paid ornaments will help decorate our 
“Giving Tree” and can be taken home after 
Christmas. 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/
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Gifts that Make a Difference  
This Christmas you can give a 
Shoprite or Target gift card to our 
neighbors in need.   Each gift listed 
will be utilized to care for those in 
our Holy Trinity family and 
neighbors in need. 
 

Choose your ornament(s) from the tree and then 
place your payment and ornament in the envelope 
provided.  Paid ornaments will help decorate our 
“Giving Tree” and can be taken home after 
Christmas.   
 

You may also contact the church office or use the 
order form to order your ornaments and/or gifts.  
We will accept orders through Christmas.            
 

Poinsettias for The Sanctuary 

Help beautify our sanctuary.  Each 6½” 
poinsettia plant costs $9.00.  Please 
return the order form on the back page 

of this newsletter, (or contact the office to place 
your order) by Sunday, December 2nd with your 
payment.  Plants may be taken home after 
Christmas Eve Worship. 
 

LEARNING OUR FAITH 

Children's Faith Formation  

Continues on 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
Sundays during worship.  Children 
aged 3 ½ through 6th grade will be 
invited to join their teacher at the 
back of the worship space after the 
reading of the Gospel and will 
return to worship in time to receive Holy 
Communion (or a blessing) with the congregation. 
The 1st & 5th  Sundays of the month will be 
opportunities for the children to remain in worship 
with the whole community for the entire service 
and receive a Children's Sermon right after the 
reading of the Gospel. 
 

We have three phenomenal leaders for our 
Children's Faith Formation: Sally Bayhi, Julie 
Franchino, and Ruth Sekula.  All of these activities 
will be based around the Sundays & Season’s 

Children’s curriculum, which follows along with the 
lessons appointed for the day and will teach them 
about the same things we are hearing about in 
worship.  Please feel free to speak to Pastor Irwin if 
you have any questions  
 

Intergenerational Communion 
Instruction 
SAVE THE DATE!  Coming in Lent, 2019, Pastor 
Irwin will be offering all-ages instruction about Holy 
Communion. More details will follow in the next 
newsletter.  
 

It is our practice at HTLC to commune all who come 
to rail seeking the Bread of Life, regardless of age 
or understanding. It is good practice, however, for 
the sake of good order and for the deepening of 
our faith, to offer opportunities occasionally for all 
who receive Holy Communion to be informed 
better about this gift of grace. For those families 
who prefer to have their children receive 
instruction prior to receiving Communion, we will 
have an opportunity for "First Communion" during 
our Holy Week worship on Maundy Thursday 
(March 18, 2019).   
 

If you are interested in participating, or having your 
children participate, or just can't wait for more 
information, feel free to reach out to Pastor Irwin! 

 

 
 

Holy Trinity has a congregational subscription to 
Living Lutheran Magazine that provides for every 
member to get it.  The cost per household is about 
$8.95 for the year.  If you'd like to help defray our 
costs, please put your offering in an envelope (or 
send in your donation) marked "Living Lutheran" in 
the offering plate.   
 

Also, if you no longer require a subscription, please 
let the office know.  Thanks. 
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A quote from the Talmud, submitted to the 
newsletter by Sally Bayhi… 

 

CONGREGATIONAL BUSINESS 

Call for Nominations 

At our 2019 annual meeting in January we will have 
elections for Congregation Council and for Voting 
Members of the NJ Synod Assembly. If you are 
interested in nominating someone or being 
nominated to serve in either of these capacities, 
please contact Steve Oberndorf, congregation 
president. 

Council Members commit to attending monthly 
council meetings and being active and present in 
the life of the congregation. Current council 
members whose first term is expiring are eligible 
for re-election. Three will be elected. 

Synod Assembly Voting Members commit to 
attending the 2019 New Jersey Synod Assembly, 
June 6-8, and representing our congregation in the 
decision-making processes of the business of the 
synod (regional organization of Lutheran 
congregations in New Jersey). Costs of attendance 
are covered by the congregation. Two, preferably 
one man and one woman, will be elected. 

 

 

Annual Reports, Meeting & Potluck   

The Annual Meeting of the 
congregation will be held on 
Sunday, January 27, 2019 after 
worship; everyone is encouraged 
to participate.  The Annual Meeting 
is the time when we tell the story 
of how God has been at work in 

this congregation during the past year and look 
forward to how our hands will engage in God’s 
mission in 2019.  We’ll vote on our 2019 Spending 
Plan and elect new church council members and 
Synod Assembly Voting Members. 
 

If you are the leader of a ministry area at Holy 
Trinity, please submit (preferably via email) your 
Annual Report to the church office no later than 
Sunday, January 13th; the reports will be 
distributed on Sunday, January 20th.   If not 
submitted in time, you will be responsible for 
printing & distributing your report. Thank you.   
 

Please find the Potluck signup sheet or contact 
the office to help or to bring food.  Thank you! 
 

THE SEASON IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Tree Lighting & Living Nativity 

The Township of Nutley’s annual 
tree lighting will take place on 
Sunday, December 2, 2018.  
Activities & holiday music start at 
5:30pm in front of the middle 
school, commencing with the 
tree lighting at 7:00pm at the 
Nutley Park Oval. (Franklin Ave.)   

 

Visit the Living Nativity after the holiday 
celebration at Vincent United Methodist Church, 
100 Vincent Place (runs every 20 minutes from 7-
8:00pm.)  
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Harmonium Choral Society: “Navidad 
Nuestra”  

Anne, Matlack, Artistic Director, will present 
Christmas works from South and Central America.   
 

Saturday, December 8 at 8:00pm AND 
Sunday, December 9, 3:00pm. 

 

Morristown United Methodist Church, 50 South 
Park Street, Morristown. 

Advance: $25 ($20 students & seniors) 
At the door: $30 ($25 students & seniors) 

Online at harmonium.yapsody.com   
see flyers with more information in the entryway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Songs of the Season  

Join doorjam for an evening of old favorites and 
original music, Sunday, December 16th, 4pm at 
Franklin Reformed Church, (45 Hillside Cresent, 
Nutley), followed by a soup supper.  There will be a 
free will offering.   
 

doorjam is the house band of Franklin Reformed 
Church.  For more information call Franklin 
Reformed at (973) 667-7022. 
 

KEEP IN PRAYER 

Lynn, Matthew, Leslie & Sonia, Barbara & Fred, 
Kent, Kate, Steve, Cynthia, Rich, Leona, Susan, 
Margaret, Sandra, Marilyn Krivak, Doris, the 
unemployed, under employed, people of 12-step 
programs, those we will tell the story of Jesus the 
Christ.   
 

People are kept on the list for 3 months; please 
update the office with changes. Give prayer slips to 
an usher or the pastor before service or place in 
the offering plate for the following weeks' service. 
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GOOD GIFTS, LOCAL GIFTS & POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 

Poinsettia (Please return this form and your payment no later than Sunday, December 2nd) 

 
Name:____________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Phone:_______________________________________Email:________________________________________ 
 

_____ Poinsettia(s) at $9.00 each = Total Paid $__________                    
 

Poinsettia In Honor of:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 
Poinsettia In Memory of: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Gifts that Make a Difference  
Give a gift card to our neighbors in need.   Each gift will be utilized to care for those in our Holy 
Trinity family and neighbors.  Donations accepted through Christmas. 

 

_____ Shoprite Gift Card, $10 (please write in how many $10 cards) 

_____ Shoprite Gift Card, $25 (please write in how many $25 cards) 

_____ Target Gift Card, $15 (please write in how many $15 cards) 

 
Total Paid for Gift Cards:   $__________  
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ELCA Good Gifts Tree Ornaments (contact the office for more Good Gifts options.)  

Orders accepted through Christmas. 

 
_____ Goat, $50 (please write in how many goats) 

_____ Pig, $30 (please write in how many pigs) 

_____ Honeybee, $20 (please write in how many bees) 

 

Total Paid for ELCA Good Gifts:  $__________ 
 

GRAND TOTAL OF ALL GIFTS PAID (poinsettias, gift cards and ELCA gifts)   $__________________ 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For office use only 

(For Counters total paid:  $________________ paid via:   Check #_____________     Cash_____________) 


