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Newsletter / Advent & Christmas / 2017 
 

From Pastor Irwin… 
 

My Beloved Siblings in Christ, 
 
Happy New Year! A month early, you say? Perhaps. And yet, the season of Advent begins our church year, and 
so it’s also right on time. We begin the year with expectation, with hope, and with waiting.  
 
This Advent, our newsletter mailing is filled with ways in which you can live more deeply into this season of 
preparation. You’ll find an Advent calendar and devotional booklet from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America’s World Hunger Appeal. I invite you to engage in a daily practice of prayer this season. You’ll also find 
an Advent coin folder from our Stewardship team. I invite you to engage in a daily practice of giving this 
season. 
 
Preparing in Advent for Christmas, like preparing during a pregnancy or adoption process for the arrival of a 
child, is both about reflecting on the nature of the relationship you want to have with the one whose arrival 
you await, and also about providing for the practicalities of life with the new arrival. Deepening, therefore, our 
spiritual devotion to God, our prayer relationship with God, as well as deepening our stewardship 
commitments to the Body of Christ are wonderful ways to live into the season of Advent. 
 
There are many other ways to engage in a meaningful Advent journey this year at Holy Trinity, through 
worship, Bible study, and children’s education. I look forward to seeing you sometime soon, as together we 
await the coming of God into our midst in Jesus. 
 
 
 
Peace be with you, 
Pastor Irwin 
 
 
 
 
 



 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 
Advent 
Blue is the color of Advent—a symbol of hope.  
Think of a deep, bottomless, and rich blue.  
Advent’s blue is the velvety dark blue of the late 
night sky of dawn, the luminous blue of blessed 
Mary’s robes in icons and late medieval and 
Renaissance paintings, the eternal blue of a winter 
sky after days of overcast, and the blue of immense 
ocean.  That blue is the color of the season of 
Advent:  the deep blue of a confident and 
embodied hope in God’s future now.  Our banners 
remind of us action verbs 
from the lessons of Advent. 
 

The Advent wreath is 
Lutheran in origin, and is a 
beautiful symbol of the 
season.  Here we see a 
circle of life, the circle of 
eternity, the circle of 
return, and the hope of renewal.  The evergreen 
boughs in the ring proclaim life, even in winter’s 
cold and dearth of light. 
 

Advent is not a time of waiting for Jesus to be born.  
The Latin adventus is the equivalent of the Greek 
parousia:  coming, presence.  The coming of advent 
is not some past event fondly recalled that we then 
pretend to wish to come.  It is the very real 
inbreaking of future and past into the present here. 
It challenges us to envision God’s future and live it 
as a present reality.  Advent does not mean 
wishing; advent means coming.  “God with us”—
the God who was, who is and who is to come. 
 
Join us after worship this Sunday, November 26, 
2017 to help prepare the church for Advent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Each week in advent, we light 
another candle on the advent 
wreath as we anticipate the 
coming of Christ, our Savior.  
Each week in Sunday morning 
worship, we need a few people 
to lead the advent prayer and light the candles on 
the advent wreath.  December 17 & 24 are still 
available.  Contact the office or speak to Pastor 
Irwin if you’d like to help. 
 

The Moravian Star 
The Moravian Star that will shine 
over the altar is a gift from Steve 
and Evelyn Oberndorf. The first 
Moravian star was made in the 
Moravian settlement at Niesky, 
Germany, about 1850.  It is a 

reminder of the star that led the Magi from their 
home in the east to Bethlehem, where they 
presented gifts to the Christ Child.  The Risen 
Christ, likewise, proclaimed himself as “the bright 
and morning star."  It will shine from Advent 
through Epiphany.  
 

Christmas Solace Service  
Advent is the time we wait in 
hope for God to come into our 
world and transform us with new 
life.  This time of year can also be 
difficult as we remember loved 
ones who are no longer with us, become 
overwhelmed with frenzy, or are affected by longer 
and longer nights. All who are in need of solace are 
invited to attend. Please join us on Tuesday, 
December 12, 7:30pm, at Holy Trinity for a 
Christmas Solace Service. 

 
Snow Day?   
We hate cancelling worship, but 
in the case of inclement 
weather, check the phone 

message at the office: (973) 667-0256.  The 
message will be updated by 8:00 AM. 



 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 

Hanging of the Greens & Snacks  
Sunday, December 17th after Worship 
After worship on Dec. 17, we 
will “Hang the Greens” and 
prepare the sanctuary for 
Christmas.  This is a big project, 
so we need all the help we can 
get. Please bring a snack to 
share as well!  When you purchase your Christmas 
tree, please ask for any spare evergreen branches 
or hanging greens.  Keep the greenery in a cool 
place, and bring them to worship on the 17th.  

 
Christmas Worship Services  
For Christmas we gather to worship and celebrate 
the birth of Emmanuel, Jesus Christ, God with Us.  

Why not invite your neighbor or 
friend to join you for Christmas 
worship!  You can do it - share the 
good news, overcome the barriers 
and connect with your neighbors. 

 

Sunday, December 24th 
10:00am:  Advent 4 Worship 

7:30pm:  Christmas Eve Worship 
Candlelight service with carols, for all ages. 

 

Monday, December 25th   

10:00am:   Chrismas Day Worship  
 

Sunday, December 31st  
10:am:  at Holy Trinity 

 

Baptismal Birthdays  

Baptism is our birth into the Body 
of Christ, the Church. As brothers 
and sisters in Christ, let us 
celebrate these anniversaries with 
each other.   
 

If you haven't already done so, please let the office 
know of your date of baptism and your birthday, so 
that we may celebrate your special day! 
 
 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 

Worship Assistants Needed 

We are looking for people to assist 
in all areas but are especially in 
need of Assisting Ministers and 
Communion Assistants.  You will 
be trained for the position you 
sign up for and will be scheduled 

to serve approximately once a month (sometimes 
less if we have enough people scheduled for each 
position).   If you cannot serve your assigned date, 
we ask that you please find someone to serve in 
your place and to notify the office.   
 

Please see Pastor Kathryn, Scott Jones or contact 
Tina in the office if you are interested.  Thank you. 
 

STEWARDING GOD’S RESOURCES 

A Note from the Council President 
What is “The Power of the Sacred Story?” 
This fall, our congregation engaged in a four-week 
program of intentional stewardship education and 
discernment, focusing on the parable of the good 
Samaritan from Luke 10:25-37. 

The parable of the good Samaritan consists of 
many layers. It is an account of God’s intention, 
another person’s need, an individual’s response 
and the creation of a larger community as the 
result of that person showing mercy and 
generosity. It is a call to live a generous life and 
prepares us to value the work of the community 
created by friendship, prayer, love, forgiveness, 
peace and ministry with those in need (both 
physically and spiritually). In turn, once we realize 
the value of these things, hopefully, people will  
grow in generosity and increase their willingness to 
invest their first fruits in nurturing these values.  

Just as Jesus asked the lawyer to reexamine his 
view of who were his neighbors and his 
community, the attached Narrative Budget 
provides a different way of thinking about how we 
invest our collective time, talents and resources 
toward fostering God’s will in our immediate  

(cont’d on next page) 



 

Church home and the broader community in 
Nutley, our state and country and the world at 
large. Rather than looking as we’ve done in the 
past at cold numbers, it presents our response to 
God’s generosity by our intentional (and 
proportionate) giving of that time, talents and 
resources. It provides us with a roadmap, based on 
our congregation’s mission statement, so we can 
go forward to be better stewards and act in 
accordance with God’s plan for Holy Trinity. 

~Steve Oberndorf, Church Council President 
 

Advent Coin Folders 

In the newsletter mailing, you 
have received an Advent coin 
folder. We invite you to make a 
special offering to the church this 
Advent season, either by filling 

the folder every day with coins, or by considering 
what blessings you have received from God this 
year and how you might give back to God some of 
the generosity you have been shown. Folders, once 
filled, or offerings, once discerned, can be brought 
to church any Sunday in December or January using 
the envelope we've provided in the mailing. They 
can also be dropped off at the church office or put 
through the mail slot during the week, or you can 
mail it back if you are unable to get to the church. 
 

2018 Offering Envelopes  
Thank you to all who gave to the 
ministry of the church in 2017.  
Your gifts have enabled this 
congregation to worship every 
week, host faith-provoking 
discussions and studies, provide 
pastoral care in the community, form faith in all 
ages, and create faith-filled relationships among 
people of different ages and backgrounds.  The 
2018 Offering Envelopes will be available soon; 
please pick yours up in the upstairs entryway.  
 

If you haven’t received envelopes in the past and 
would like to start using them, please call the 
church office at (973) 667-0256. 
 
 

SERVING COMMUNITY & WORLD 

Global Mission Support 

Thanks to your generosity, we collected $100 on 
Global Church Sunday that 
will help support ELCA 
missionaries in more than 
40 countries.  $45 will go 
towards supporting Pastor 
Kristin Engstrom in Senegal and Pastors Eric & 
Wendolyn Trozzo in Malaysia. 
 

Food Pantry Update 

During their renovation, The Nutley 
Family Service Bureau is requesting 
Shoprite or Money Gift Cards.  If 
you are interested in donating cash 
(EVEN A VERY SMALL AMOUNT) 

please use a pew envelope and mark it “Food 
Pantry” or mail in your donation. Of course, you 
can also purchase your own gift cards. Tina will 
accumulate any monetary donations and purchase 
the gift card(s).  Thanks! 
 

Serving at the Vincent Care Kitchen  
Holy Trinity helps to serve at the Care 
Kitchen the last Saturday of every 
month.  The Kitchen provides a 
nutritious meal every Saturday 
(except the first Saturday of the 
month) at Vincent United Methodist 
Church in Nutley.  Everyone is welcome.  If you 
would like to help serve, please talk with Julie 
Franchino or Greg Sekula.  Thanks to those helping! 
 

2018 Calendars  

The 2018 calendars are available; you are welcome 
to take one. Find them in the 
entryway or the bookcase at the 
back of the sanctuary. Calendars 
are a gift from Brown Funeral 
Home. 
 
 

 
 



 

SERVING COMMUNITY & WORLD 

ELCA Christmas Good 
Gifts Tree Ornaments 

Help decorate our tree with 
ornaments that represent ELCA 
Good Gifts.  You can select an 
ornament representing the gift 
you'd like to give and take them 

home after Christmas as a reminder of your giving. 
The back of the ornament allows an individual or 
family to personalize their ornament with their 
name and year. 
 

Choose your ornament(s) from the tree and then 
place your payment and ornament in the envelope 
provided.  Paid ornaments will help decorate our 
“Giving Tree” and can be taken home after 
Christmas. 
 

You may also contact the church office or use the 
order form to order your gift.  We will accept orders 
through Christmas.                    
 

Gifts that Make a Difference  
This Christmas you can give a 
gift card to our neighbors in 
need.   Each gift listed will be 
utilized to care for those in our 
Holy Trinity family and 
neighbors. 
 

Choose your ornament(s) from the tree and then 
place your payment and ornament in the envelope 
provided.  Paid ornaments will help decorate our 
“Giving Tree” and can be taken home after 
Christmas. 
 

You may also contact the church office or use the 
order form to order your gift.  We will accept orders 
through Christmas.                    
 

Poinsettias for The Sanctuary 
Each 6½” poinsettia plant costs $9.00.  
Please return the order form on the back 
page of this newsletter (or contact the office to 
place your order) by Tuesday, December 5th with 
your payment.  Plants may be taken home after 
Christmas Eve Worship. 

LEARNING OUR FAITH 

Church In Waiting - Advent Lunch 
Time Bible Study 

 Tuesdays 11/28 - 12/19, 12:00 lunch, 12:30 study 
Join Sally Bayhi for a four-
week Advent study on the 
texts that we will hear in 
worship each Sunday as we 
experience a season of 
preparation for the celebration of the coming of 
God into our lives as the baby Jesus.  Keeping time 
according to the church year is a grace, not a 
requirement. The grace of Advent is best received 
in community. These sessions offer an opportunity 
to awaken to the gift of time provided by the 
celebration of Advent. 

Please sign up in worship or contact the church 
office. Lunch will be brown-bag. Study materials 
will be provided. Simply bring your lunch and your 
bible! 
 

Children's Faith Formation  
Continues on 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays during 
worship. Using the "Whirl" curriculum and story 
Bible, our children are engaged in worship and 
then step out for a bit to learn more about the 
Bible readings for the day and how they impact 
their own lives. Julie Franchino, Ruth Sekula and 
Sally Bayhi take turns each week leading the 
children in this time of learning. Children rejoin the 
worship service in time to gather around the Lord's 
table for Communion. Children's Sermons are 
given by Pastor in worship on the 1st and 5th 
Sundays of the month. 
 

 

 
We have a congregational subscription to Living 
Lutheran Magazine that provides for every 
member to get it.  The cost per household is about 
$8.95 for the year.  If you'd like to help defray our 
costs, please put your offering in an envelope (or 
send in your donation) marked "Living Lutheran" in 
the offering plate.  Also, if you no longer require a 
subscription, please let the office know.  Thanks. 



 

CONGREGATIONAL BUSINESS 

Call for Nominations 

At our 2018 annual meeting in January we will have 
elections for Congregation Council and for Voting 
Members of the NJ Synod Assembly. If you are 
interested in nominating someone to serve in 
either of these capacities, please contact Steve 
Oberndorf, congregation president. 

Council Members commit to attending monthly 
council meetings and being active and present in 
the life of the congregation. Current council 
members whose first term is expiring are eligible 
for re-election. Three will be elected. 

Synod Assembly Voting Members commit to 
attending the 2018 New Jersey Synod Assembly, 
May 11-12, and representing our congregation in 
the decision-making processes of the business of 
the synod (regional organization of Lutheran 
congregations in New Jersey). Costs of attendance 
are covered by the congregation. Two, preferably 
one man and one woman, will be elected. 

 

Annual Reports and Meeting 
The Annual Meeting of the 
congregation will be held on 
Sunday, January 28, 2018 after 
worship.  Everyone is encouraged 
to participate.   The Annual 
Meeting is the time when we tell 
the story of how God has been at 

work in this congregation during the past year and 
look forward to how our hands will engage in God’s 
mission in 2018.  We’ll vote on our 2018 Spending 
Plan and elect new church council members and 
Synod Assembly Voting Members. 
 

If you are the leader of a ministry area at Holy 
Trinity, please submit your Annual Report to the 
church office no later than Tuesday, January 9th.  
Please e-mail your report  to 
 office.htlcnutley@verizon.net.  If not submitted in 
time, you will be responsible for printing & 
distributing your report. Thank you. 
 

The Annual Report will be distributed on Sunday, 
January 21st. 

THE SEASON IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Advent Music: “The Quiet Center” 

Composer/pianist Thomas Keesecker will present 
an hour of Advent music, song and reflection on 
Wednesday, November 29 at 7:30 pm at Sacred 

Heart Church, 76 Broad St., 
Bloomfield. 
 

Songs of the Season  

Join doorjam for an evening of 
old favorites and original 

music, Thursday, December 7th, 7pm at the Nutley 
Historical Society, (65 Church Street, Nutley). And 
on Sunday, December 17th, 4pm at Franklin 
Reformed Church, (45 Hillside Crescent, Nutley), 
followed by a soup supper.  There will be a free will 
offering.  doorjam is the house band of Franklin 
Reformed Church.  For more information call 
Franklin Reformed at (973) 667-7022. 
 

Tree Lighting & Living Nativity 
The Township of Nutley’s annual 
tree lighting will take place on 
Sunday, December 3, 2017.  
Activities & holiday music start at 
5:30pm in front of the middle 
school, commencing with the tree 
lighting at 7:00pm at the Nutley 

Park Oval. (Franklin Ave.)   
 

Visit the Living Nativity after the holiday 
celebration at Vincent 
United Methodist Church, 
100 Vincent Place (runs 
every 20 minutes from  
7-8:00pm.) 
 

Altar Flowers     
If you would like to honor or 
memorialize someone or a special date 
with altar flowers, we still have 2017 
dates available.  The cost remains $30; 

the sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board in 
the front entryway, or you may call or email the 
office.   Our 2018 signup sheet will be available 
soon.

mailto:office.htlcnutley@verizon.net


 

GOOD GIFTS, LOCAL GIFTS & POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 
 

Poinsettia (Please return this form and your payment no later than Tuesday, December 5th) 

 
Name:____________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Phone:_______________________________________Email:________________________________________ 
 

_____ Poinsettia(s) at $9.00 each = Total Paid $__________                   (order due by Tuesday, December 5th) 
 

Poinsettia In Honor of:  _______________________________________________________________ 

 
Poinsettia In Memory of: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Gifts that Make a Difference  
Give a gift card to our neighbors in need.   Each gift will be utilized to care for those in our Holy 
Trinity family and neighbors.  Donations accepted through Christmas. 

 

_____ Shoprite Gift Card, $10 (please write in how many $10 cards) 

_____ Shoprite Gift Card, $25 (please write in how many $25 cards) 

_____ Target Gift Card, $10 (please write in how many $10 cards) 

_____ Target Gift Card, $15 (please write in how many $15 cards) 

 
Total Paid for Gift Cards:   $__________  
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ELCA Good Gifts Tree Ornaments (contact the office for more options.) Orders 

accepted through Christmas. 

 
_____ Goat, $50 (please write in how many goats) 

_____ Pig, $30 (please write in how many pigs) 

_____ Honeybee, $20 (please write in how many honeybees) 

 

Total Paid for ELCA Good Gifts:  $__________ 
 

GRAND TOTAL OF ALL GIFTS PAID  $__________________ 
 

For office use only 
(For Counters total paid:  $___________ paid via:   Check #________     Cash________) 


